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New Higher Order Plate Theory in Modeling Delamination
Buckling of Composite Latihihates

Aditi Chattopkdhyay* and Hadzhong (juf
Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona 85287

A new higher order plate theory for modeling delamination buckling and postbuckling of composite laminates
is developed. Delaminations between layers of composite plates are modeled by jump discontinuity conditions, in
both lower and higher order terms of displacements, at the delaminated interfaces. Some higher order terms are
identified at the beginning of the formulation by using the conditions that shear stresses vanish at all free surfaces
including the delaminated interfaces. Therefore, all boundary conditions for displacements and stresses are satis-
fied in the present theory. Geometric nonlinearity is included in computing layer buckling. The general govern-
ing equations, along with all boundary and continuity conditions of plates, are derived for predicting the delami-
nation buckling and postbuckling behavior. The associated delamination growth problem is also examined by the
use of Griffith-type fracture criterion. A numerical example is presented to validate the theory. The results are
also compared with experimentally obtained data.
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Nomenclature
elastic moduli of lamina in longitudinal and transverse
directions, respectively
normalized energy release rate
shfeai rnoduli in the plane, perpendicular and parallel
to longitudinal direction of lamina, respectively
strain energy release rate
step function
plate thickness
distaiiefe from plate mid^plane to delamination inter-

plate length
number of the order used to evaluate the transverse
shear effect
stress resultants, r= 1*2, '.,;/, 6; j = i ,2, ...,#; k = 0, 1 , 2
components of normal vector of plate boundary
normalized axial compfessive load
inplane compressive load distribution
nondimensional critical load, (normalized with respect
to solution from classical lamination theory)
stiffness components of lamina, i, j = 1 , 2, . . . , 6
strain energy
jth order displacement functions, / = 0, l,2;y = 1,2,

'. - : - .

ui_ = displacernentcdmr>Qnentsv/= 1, 2, 3
Wi = normalize^ midpoint deflection of bottom layer
W2 = normalized midpoint deflection of upper layer
a = tliickiiesspai-airieter of deiamiiiation layer, 'Ifijh
pL ^ delahiinatibh length
F<j == plate boundary iri which the compressive load is

• . applied} '••'-•:\'\ • '..' ;, ' • ' • ; . ' • • . '. '• ; : • .'; : . " ',
FQ = boundary of plate V
ra = interfaces ibe^eehcleliEiMnation region and nondelam

ination region
e/ = strain components, i = 1, 2, . . . , 6
VLT» VTL = Poisson's ratio in longitudinal and transverse direc-

tions, respectively
£/» C/» % = functions of coordinate variable z, i = 1 , 2, . . . , N-l ;
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II = total potential energy
o, = stress components, i = 1,2,..., 6
<pIOT, \|/jm = identified functions of displacements, i -

N-l,N
il = region of whole plate
Q^ = delamination region of plate

0,l ,2;m =

Introduction

WITH the increasing use of composite materials, problems of
delamination have received wide attention in recent years.

Delaminations develop as a result 6f junperfections in production
tbchnolbgy or discontinuous interlaritinar stresses during the oper-
ational life. Tl^ allow laminate
failure initiated by deiaiiiinatioh jjuckling arid thus greatly reduce
the load-carryiiig qapacity of the ianiinates.

A l^ge number of recent studies haVe analytically investigated
the cleikihination buckling phenomenon for both a one-dimen-
sional, through-the-width, and a two-dimensional, embedded
delamination. In an early study Chai et al.1 and Chai and Babcock2

analyzed the behavior of an interlayer crack close to the surface in
a thick compressed substrate. Whitcomb3 used a finite element
method to compute the crack closure integral. In the so-called thin
film analysis, postbuckling of cracked laminates was determined
and eventual crack grbwth predicted based on a Griffith criterion,
lii this sipirit Sallani aftd Sirtiitses4 extended the work to truly lami-
nated cbrifigurations and dtectissed the eiffect of coupling between
bending and stretching on delamination growth.

For the work just mentioned * the effects of transverse shear on
deliariiunation bucklihg an4 growth are seldom considered. How-
ever, the effects of transverse shearing stresses are important for
composite laminates because, iri composite fiber-reinforced mate-
rials, the interlaminar shear moduli are usually much smaller than
the inplane young's thoduli. Pof a laminated plate subjected to
bending loads the solution^ based on classical lamination theory
showed significant depeiituits fn>m exact elasticity solutions
for the cases with low ratios of inplane dimensions to thickness.5
As a result, it is necessary to use a shear deformation theory to deal
with the problem for a moderately thick plate. Recently, Kardo-
mateas knd Schmueser6 performed some studies about the effects
of transverse shearing forces on the buckling of delaminated com-
posites under compressive loads. Their studies were based on the
classical engineering solutions of beam columns with linear trans-
verse shear correction terms added to account for shear effects.
Chen7 Used a variatiorial energy principle approach to formulate a
similar problem. The latter work is more general and more system-
atic in formulation.
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A more general theory for the modeling of delamination in com-
posite laminates, based on a layer- wise displacement field, was
presented by Barbero and Reddy.8 They suggested that the same
displacement distributions in an individual layer are capable of
representing displacement discontinuity conditions at interfaces
between layers. The study demonstrated that the layer- wise lami-
nate theory provides an adequate framework for the delamination
analysis of laminated composites. It must be noted, however, that
the computational cost of the analysis makes it unattractive for the
prediction of delamination buckling behavior in engineering prac-
tice when the number of layers is large.

In studying composite delamination, it is important to have a
more effective general theory for accurately evaluating the trans-
verse shear effects. It has long been recognized that higher order
plate theory provides an effective solution tool for accurately pre-
dicting the deformation behavior of composite laminates subjected
to bending loads. However, no research has been reported in which
an attempt has been made to extend the higher order theory to
model the problem of delamination. The difficulty in such a for-
mulation is obvious. It is difficult to provide the consistent dis-
placement field which satisfies the transverse shear stress bound-
ary conditions at all free surfaces including the debonding
intersurfaces in delamination regions.

To address this issue, a new higher order plate theory is pro-
posed for modeling the delamination problem. The displacement
field of regular higher order theory5 is modified and used. An ap-
propriate kinematic description which allows for separation and
slipping is required to model the delamination in laminated com-
posite plates.8 In this paper, both the lower and the higher order
terms are employed to describe the separation and slipping for the
delamination layer and the substrate. To satisfy all of the trans-
verse shear stress boundary conditions, some higher order shear
correction terms are eliminated to meet the specific need for a
delamination-type problem. All of these considerations make the
displacement description presented here appropriate for predicting
all possible instability modes associated with delamination buck-
ling. The proposed theory can be applied to both one-dimensional,
through-the-width, and two-dimensional, embedded delaminations
which are entirely separated from each other after buckling. Nu-
merical results are presented and are compared to experimentally
obtained data and existing solutions .

New Higher Order Laminate Plate
Theory for Delamination

Displacement, Strain, and Stress
Consider the general inplane loading of a laminate plate con-

taining an arbitrary shape of delamination (Fig. 1). To describe all
possible kinematical behavior of the delamination buckling of a
laminate plate, the following displacement field is used through
the thickness of the plate:

[ l - H ( h l ) ] U l j ( x 9 y )

H(hl)U2j(x,y)}
(1)

u2 (x, y, z) = z
7 = 0

+ H(hl)V2J(x,y)}

u3(x, v, z) = W0(x, v) + [1 -

^ (x, y)

y) +

where (t/00, V00, WQ) are the displacements of a point (jc, y) on the
midplane, (U0p VQf9 j = 1, 2, ..., N) are the y'th order transverse
shear correction terms, and H(h{) is the Heaviside step function
described as

'1 z>h,
= "(*-*!> = 10 2<hi

(2)

The jumps in displacements between the sublaminate layer and the
buckling layer are given by (f/y, Vl}) and (U2p V2j)9 j = 0, 1,..., N,
respectively. Note that the terms related to the delamination (Uij9
YIJ), i = 1,2, only exist in the delamination region Q,d. The use of
the step function H(h{) allows the kinematic description for sepa-
ration and slipping due to the independence of the displacements,
shown in Eq. (1), on adjacent layers at the delamination interface.

Considering the fact that the rotations and the displacements are
not expected to be so large as to require a full nonlinear analysis,
the von Karman-type of nonlinearity in the kinematic equation is
used here.

3*

% = e 2 2 = 37 + 2^

(3)

e< =

e* = _ _

dy dx dx c)y

The equations relating the stresses to the strains for the Mi layer
in a laminate coordinate (;t, v, z) are expressed as follows:

Gn 612 0 0 Gi6
Gl2 G22 0 0 G26

0 0 G44G45 0

o o Q45 GSS o
Qi6 Q26 0 0 Q66

(4)

where the quantities G*y are calculated in terms of the orthotropic
stiffness, G//» through the usual transformation techniques. The
orthotropic stiffnesses expressed in terms of the engineering con-
stants, Ei9 v/, and Gtj (ij = 1, 2) can be found in Ref. 9.

Refined Displacement Field
It must be noted that the expression for displacement, as stated

in Eq. (1), does not satisfy the transverse shear stress-free bound-
ary conditions. These stress-free boundary conditions in delamina-
tion problems require that the transverse shear stresses G4 and a5
vanish on the plate top and bottom surfaces and on the debonding
surfaces in the delamination region. That is,

a4 (x, v, ±h/2) = 0, <J5 (x, y, ±h/2) = 0 (jc, y) e

>y>h\) = °> a&y.hj = 0 (x,y) e
(5)

delaminated
h buckling layer

Fig. 1 Geometry of plate with delamination.
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in which the superscripts "+" and "-" denote the quantities related
to the buckling layer and sublaminate layer, respectively. For
orthotropic plates, the conditions are equivalent to the requirement
that the corresponding strains be zero on these surfaces. Therefore,

84 (*, v, ±h/2) = 0, 85 (x, y, ±h/2) = 0 (jc, y) e

e^,? ,^) = 0, e(*,>;,/*!) = 0 (x,y) e
(6)

Applying these stress-free boundary conditions to Eq. (2), and
using the displacement expression (1), some higher order terms
can be identified in terms of lower order terms as follows.

(7)
i = 0,1,2; j = 1,2, . ..,#-2; m = N-1,N

k = 0, if i = 0; k = 0,i, if i

Using the preceding expression, the refined displacement field,
which satisfies all of the boundary conditions, can be defined as
follows.

N-2

7 = 0

N-2

rN-2

J £ li\j(z)U2J(x,y) + T \ j + N ( z ) U 0 j ( x 9 y ) ]
- =

+ t\N_l(z)W2tX(x,y)

(8)

u2(x,y,z) = j

(N-2

Z
L = o

*, v)]

y, z) = y)

In the present paper, N = 4 is used to formulate the displacement
field. The specific form of the higher order terms (Uim, Vim) are de-
rived in Appendix A.

Virtual Work and Governing Equations
Consider a plate that is subject to an inplane compressive load

distribution, /?, at the midplane in the direction normal to the

boundary of the plate (Fig. 1). The minimum total potential energy
principle is used to derive the governing equations and associated
boundary conditions. The minimum total potential energy princi-
ple states that the variation of the total potential energy is equal to
zero, that is,

8TI = J f a^.dzda- dF = 0 (9)

Equation (8) can be rewritten based on two integral regions, the
nondelamination region Q-Qrf and the delamination region Qd as
follows.

h/2

I

~Qd-

h/2

*J
*i

j °r
h/2

<te*

8e,(0)dzda+ J
Q<*

-
dz

-

"ij
.-A/2

dO-Jp 01,81̂
rCT

0 (1)8 ( I>ai fc/

+ «,8V0 dF = 0 (10)

where the superscript 0 denotes the quantities related to only the
nondelamination variables (t/q/, VQ,, W0) in the displacement ex-
pression [Eq. (1)], and superscripts 1 and 2 denote the quantities
related to the variables (U& V^ W& Ulp V^WJ and (U^ VOJ9 W*
U2j, V2j, W2\ respectively.

From the virtual work statement [Eq. (10)], the governing equa-
tions, the associated boundary conditions, and the continuity con-
ditions are derived (see Appendix B) by using the refined displace-
ment expressions, which are obtained by combining Eq. (Al)
(Appendix A) and Eq. (1).

Delamination Growth
The deformation field obtained from the proposed theory is used

to compute the strain energy release rate along the boundary of the
delamination. It is assumed in the present work that the delamina-
tion growth will take place in its own plane and is governed by
Griffith fracture criterion.

The virtual work extension method postulates that the strain en-
ergy release rate, G(s)9 can be computed from the strain energy U
and the crack area A (Fig. 2) as follows

(ID

where the relative strain energy is given by

j(a,(1)e,(1)-a/0)e/0))dzU,
.-h/2

J (a/\(2)-a<\(0)) dz da (12)
*i J

Final delamination zone
AA

Fig.2 Definition of delamination growth.
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For the plate of unit width with only a one-dimensional,
through-the-width delamination, Eq. (11) can be simplified to

r, v 1 dUG(s) =

in which pL is the representative crack length.

(13)

Numerical Results and Discussion
An example of a plate with clamped ends and a midplane

delamination10 under axial compression is presented to validate
the proposed theory. The plate has a nominal length L of 3 in. and
a thickness h of 0.22 in. The material used in this example is a ran-
dom short-fiber SMC-R50 composite whose properties are as fol-
lows.

EL = 1.58 x 106 psi ET = 1.1 x 106 psi GLT = 0.36 x 106 psi

VLT = 0.22 VTT = 0.31

Present theory

Experiment

0 0.5 1 1.5
Half Length of Delamination (in)

Fig. 3 Comparison of solutions from present theory and experimen-
tal results on critical load of an SMC-R50 composite with a midplane
delamination (L = 3 in., h = 0.22 in.).
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Fig. 5 Buckling modes for a delaminated composite;
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Fig. 6 Comparison of transverse shear effect with variations in mate-
rial properties, P = 0.25 and a = 0.8.
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Fig. 4 Effect of transverse shear on the critical load, a = 0.6.

Fig. 7 Effect of transverse shear on critical load, L/h = 10 and a = 0.6.

where £, G, and v represent, respectively, the Young's modulus,
the shear modulus, and the Poisson's ratio of the material. The su-
perscripts L and T denote longitudinal and transverse direction, re-
spectively. The numerical results of variation of critical load with
delamination length, obtained using the present theory, are com-
pared with those obtained from experiments as shown in Fig. 3.
The circled data points indicate the experimental data given in Ref.
10. The analytical results show excellent agreement with the ex-
perimental data over the entire range of delamination. Because the
composite plate used in this example is thick (L/h = 13.6), it is ex-
pected that the present theory will enable the evaluation of trans-
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Fig. 8 Midpoint deflections of upper and lower sublaminates, Llh
= 10 and a = 0.6.

verse shear effects accurately and therefore predict delamination
buckling behavior realistically.

Next, analysis is performed for a clamped symmetric cross-ply
plate, with pre-existing one-dimensional, through-the-width
delamination. The plate is subjected to an uniform inplane com-
pressive load along the x direction (Fig. 1). The material used is
graphite/epoxy. The engineering constants, typical of this material,
are as follows,

EL/ET = 40, GLT/ET = 0.5, VLT = 0.25, GTT/GLT = 1

Results for the critical loads are obtained for laminates with a [0
deg/90 deg/0 deg]10 stacking sequence. The critical load distribu-
tion, p, is plotted over a range of the length-to-thickness ratio, L/h,
in Fig. 4a for p = 0.5 and in Fig. 4b for p = 0.2. These results are
also compared with those values obtained in Ref. 4. It is shown
that the critical load computed form the classical laminate theory
deviates substantially from those derived using the proposed the-
ory, particularly for cases involving lower length-to-thickness (LI
h) ratios. Even at a L/h ratio of 20, at which the classical laminate
theory is generally regarded to be accurate for isotropic materials,
a deviation of 18% is observed in the value of the critical load. The
extent of deviation is also affected by the buckling mode of the
delaminated plate. It is clear from Fig. 4 that the transverse shear
effect is larger in the case of P = 0.2. This can be explained as fol-
lows. In the p = 0.2 case, buckling begins with a mixed mode
(combined local and global, see Fig. 5), whereas in the p = 0.5
case, local buckling is dominant. This observation is similar to that
reported by Kardomateas and Schmueser in Ref. 6.

Some parametric studies are performed to investigate the effect
of material properties. Figure 6 shows a comparison of the present
theory with the classical laminate theory for two different materi-
als, graphite-epoxy and Kevlar-epoxy. The engineering constants
for Kevlar-epoxy are as follows.
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0.001

rrrrj

0.01

my—

0.1 10

EL/ET = 15.6, GLT/ET = 0.56, VLT = 0.35, GTT/GLT = 1

Fig. 9 Variation of energy release rate with compress!ve axial load,
L//z = 10 and a = 0.6.

As seen from Fig. 6, the larger deviation of results, from the classi-
cal laminate theory, occurs for graphite-epoxy with a higher ten-
sile-to-transverse modulus ratio (EL/ET) and a higher transverse-
to-shear modulus ratio (ET/GLT), which is expected. Because these
two ratios are generally large for most composite materials, it ap-
pears that the transverse shear effect becomes a very significant
factor in assessing the delamination buckling behavior of lami-
nates.

A comparison of the shear effect on the normalized critical load,
p, with changes in the magnitude of the delamination length pa-
rameter, P, is presented in Fig. 7. The delamination is positioned
symmetrically, in the axial direction. It is seen that the transverse
shear effect becomes smaller as the delamination length increases.
This can be explained as follows. For short delamination lengths,
global buckling is dominant, whereas for relatively longer lengths,
local buckling of the delaminated layer occurs first. This phenome-
non is also true for the results that include the transverse shear ef-
fect.

Figure 8 illustrates the normalized midpoint deflections of both
upper and lower sublaminates, W\ and W2, for a_ wide range of
normalized axial compressive loads P. Note that W\ = (Wo + W{)/
h, W2 = (W0 + W2)/h and P = 3(l-vLTvTL)pL2/n2ELh3. The delami-
nation parameters used are L/h =10 and a = 0.6, where a = 2hi/h
(Fig. 1). It is observed that the axial compressive load can be sig-
nificantly greater than the critical buckling load. It must also be
noted that for the case of P = 0.2 (Fig. 8a), mixed buckling occurs.
Therefore, the midpoint deflections of both the upper layer and the
lower substrate obviously grow in opposite directions as the com-
pressive load increases. However, for the case of p = 0.5 (Fig. 8b),
local buckling is dominant. Therefore, in this case, the midpoint
deflection of the upper layer increases rapidly, although the mid-
point deflection of the bottom substrate is negligible over a rela-
tively wide range. The reason for these two deflections remaining
in same direction in the latter case is that the boundary conditions
considered are clamped at both ends.

The transverse shear effect is included in computing the energy
release rate. The variations of the normalized axial compressive
load P with the nondimensionalized energy release rate, given by
G = 12(l-vL7v7L)GL4/EL/z5, are shown in Fig. 9. The delamination
parameters used are L/h = 10 and a = 0.6. It is clear that at the ini-
tial postbuckling range, the energy release rate increases rapidly,
but after the axial load reaches a certain value, the rate of increase
reduces. Once the energy release rate exceeds the magnitude of the
fracture toughness of the material, the delamination growth begins.
From Fig. 9, it is observed that delamination growth is more likely
to occur in the case of p = 0.2 than in the case of p = 0.5 because in
the former case a mixed buckling mode is dominant.

Conclusions
A new higher order plate theory is developed to study the

delamination buckling, postbuckling, and growth problem in com-
posite laminates. The refined displacement field proposed in this
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theory is capable of both representing displacement discontinuity
conditions at the interface of the existing delamination as well as
satisfying the transverse shear stress-free conditions at surfaces
and at the delamination interface. The buckling load and the post-
buckling solutions are governed by a set of nonlinear equations.
Numerical investigations of the transverse shear effect on critical
buckling load are performed. A numerical example is given to
allow comparisons with experimental data. A paramatric study is
also presented on the postbuckling behavior and on delamination
growth. The following important observations are made from this
study:

1) The present theory provides an alternative, adequate frame-
work for analysis of composite laminates with delaminations. Par-
ticularly, the theory is expected to obtain the accurate displace-
ment distributions with lower computational cost for engineering
practice.

2) For laminated composite plates, the transverse shear effect on
delamination buckling is significant.

3) The results of proposed theory show excellent agreement
with available experimental data for the composite plate.

4) The delamination buckling mode plays important role in
delamination buckling, postbuckling, and growth problems.

It must be noted that the theory can also be used to investigate
multiple delaminations by modifying the present displacement
field.

Appendix A: Identified Higher Order Terms
For N = 4, the identified higher order terms are given as follows.

_ 2 ( 1 + q)
^ = ~ ~ ^01 + ̂ o, *

_ 2 ( 1 + q) r
24 = ~T~2 [̂

U22
+ a

+ ^02 + ̂ 21 + ̂ 2,

with

a = 2hl/h (A2)

Appendix B: Governing Equations
The governing equations of the problem are as follows:

= 0

3/z

3/z

- 3

2 14, x

= 0

?) = 0

(Bl)

^03 = — — — 2
3/z

3h
24,y

= 0

V - ——Vv Q4 ~ 2 02
h

8V -O V02' -2 65, x 25, y - 0~ U

3/z a
[(1 -a) (l/0 + ha(l -a)(t/02+

3/zV

V -V14 -

^23=

h a

3/z a

(Al)

[(l+a)(tf01 +a)(t/02 + U12)

or

~ 3

8t/01 or 617,,:
3h

= 0

V* = -———23/z a

or 5V,,: ,-N$-—2gti«*)(N%x3h
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or

= 0

_21 21 ~21 - 0~ U

- 0- U

or — 0~ U

HA^y-3A^T = :-p

i = 1,2; (jc,y) eft, (B2)

where the stress resultants N^ are defined by

dz, .

and the function ^//a), i = 1,2; 7 = 1,..., 4, are as follows:

l~g

,;, ; ;z^.^; ""if ̂ ^ 1 (B3)
; if £ = 2

The boundary conditions are

Geometric Force

WQ

w(0,y

= 0

\/(°) A^1) \T& TA7(°) /^\ \7^) ^^\A7( 2 )
^63 * #63 - #63 - 1 [#65 ~Sl4 («) #65 - ^24 («) #65

= 0

g

1
» gj

> 512 2 » «g

1 + g + g2

821 ~ 2g

1+g
23 /vg

>13 - a

1 + g ,~A.
822 = —— 2~ (B4)

g #l(4)-^ll(a)#14)-^2

& ( ri\ A7 1 ~~ O599 v^1/ 15 J ™~ ^

(2), = 0

= 0

- [g 12 (a) N

[g 12 (a)

"ft,

[*« (a) W^' - fe (a) N™ ] - - (JV {,"
3h

= 0

rr ,»r(0) 2^(0), , ,, (0) 2^(0),

^02 (#13 -72#15 )nx+ (#63 ~ ~#65 ) Wy
/Z W

(x,y) eTn

The corresponding continuity conditions are
Force:

+ -3 [gl2 (a) NX - g22 (a) N£] - —2 (N *,' V, A
/z 3/z

/"QC\ Ar^^TI/ \7^2)fJ/ J^A^)™/ \ f\

Geometric:

f/.. = 0, V-. = 0, W = 0
'7 1J ' '

W,u = 0, V4 = 0 i = 1,2; y = 0,1,2

- n~ U (B6)
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The increasing use of composite materials requires
a better understanding of the behavior of laminated
plates and shells for which large displacements and
rotations, as well as, shear deformations, must be
included in the analysis. Since linear theories of
shells and plates are no longer adequate for the
analysis and design of composite structures, more
refined theories are now used for such structures.
This new text develops in a systematic manner the
overall concepts of the nonlinear analysis of shell
structures. The authors start with a survey of theo-
ries for the analysis of plates and shells with small
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